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Join us at the Renaissance Theatre for  
the Culminating Performance of Mansfield’s 

Community Read of Montana Rep’s production of 
To Kill a Mockingbird on April 9, 2009, 7:00 PM 

 

Montana Repertory is one of the oldest and most respected touring 
companies in the country.  Montana Repertory Theatre was established as a 
professional touring company in 1967, providing professional theatre to 
Montana and neighboring Western states at an affordable cost.  Their 
mission is to tell the great stories of our world to enlighten, develop, and 
celebrate the human spirit in an ever-expanding community. 
 

Montana Rep delivers a theatrical experience in its entirety, bringing with it 
everything from lighting to sound design. Completely self-contained, the 
Rep offers presenters large and small––in facilities ranging from new 
performing arts centers to high school gyms––the opportunity to enjoy first-
class theatre. 

For more info on Montana Rep go to: www.montanarep.org 
 

 

Discussion Topics for To Kill a Mockingbird 
 

1.  What are the different views of reading portrayed by Scout, Jem, and Atticus?  How is reading linked to morality 
for each of these characters?  Which view does the author advocate?  

2.  Lee writes of the Ewell property that “against the fence, in a line, were six chipped-enamel slop jars holding 
brilliant red geraniums, cared for as tenderly as if they belonged to Miss Maudie Atkinson” (p. 194).  What do the 
flowers tell us about their keeper, Mayella Ewell?  Are the geraniums a symbol?  If so, why, and if not, why not?  

3.  A true gift is, in one sense, an unexpected blessing bestowed by a person—or even, perhaps, by fate.  Some of 
them may be objects, while some may be things that cannot be seen but are no less important.  Early in the 
novel, the children find a mysterious shiny package in the knothole of a live oak tree (p. 53).  What gifts are given 
in To Kill a Mockingbird?  Why might they be important to the unfolding of the story?  

4.  The Radley place undergoes a change in the course of the novel.  At the beginning, we are told, “Inside the house 
lived a malevolent phantom” (p. 9).  By the end, Scout fearlessly walks Boo up to his front porch.  What change 
has taken place in Scout that allows her to walk with Boo?  

5.  Maudie Atkinson says, “Atticus Finch was the deadest shot in Maycomb County in his time” (p. 112).  What 
lessons do the Finch children learn from the incident with the mad dog?  Explain in detail, indicating how they 
change their understanding of their father.  Is the mad-dog a symbol of some Maycomb citizens?  

6.  What does the visit to the Negro church teach Scout and Jem about black people in Maycomb?  How is their 
culture different from the culture of white people the children know?  How are the two connected?  

7.  At the novel’s end, Scout says of Boo Radley, “…neighbors give in return. We never put back into the tree what 
we took out of it: we had given him nothing, and it made me sad” (p. 320).  Is Scout right, that they gave nothing 
in return?  Does this comment come from the adult-Scout narrator or the child-Scout narrator?  

 

Source:  http://www.neabigread.org/books/mockingbird/teachersguide04.php 

 

http://www.montanarep.org/


 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harper Lee 
 

Harper Lee, known as Nelle, was 
born in the Alabama town of 
Monroeville on April 28, 1926, the 
youngest of four children of 
Amasa Coleman Lee and Frances 
Cunningham Finch Lee.  Her 
father, a former newspaper editor 
and proprietor, was a lawyer who 
served in the state legislature 
from 1926 to 1938.  As a child, Lee 
was a tomboy and a precocious 
reader and enjoyed the friendship 
of her schoolmate and neighbor, 
the young Truman Capote. 
 

Having written several long 
stories, Harper Lee located an 
agent in November 1956.  The 
following month, at the East  
50th townhouse of her friends 
Michael Brown and Joy Williams  

Brown, she received a gift of a year's wages with a note: "You have one year off from your job to write whatever 
you please. Merry Christmas."  Within a year, she had a first draft.  Working with J. B. Lippincott & Co. editor Tay 
Hohoff, she completed To Kill a Mockingbird in the summer of 1959.  Published July 11, 1960, To Kill a Mockingbird 
was an immediate bestseller and won great critical acclaim, including the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1961.  It 
remains a bestseller with more than 30 million copies in print.  In 1999, it was voted "Best Novel of the Century" in 
a poll by the Library Journal. 
 

Since publication of To Kill a Mockingbird, Lee has granted almost no requests for interviews or public appearances 
and, with the exception of a few short essays, has published no further writings.  She did work on a second novel 
for years, eventually filing it away unpublished.  During the mid-1980s, she began a book of nonfiction about an 
Alabama serial murderer, but she put it aside when she was not satisfied.  Her withdrawal from public life 
prompted unfounded speculation that new publications were in the works.  Similar speculation followed the 
American writers J. D. Salinger and Ralph Ellison. 
 

Lee said of the 1962 Academy Award–winning screenplay adaptation of To Kill a Mockingbird by Horton Foote: "If 
the integrity of a film adaptation can be measured by the degree to which the novelist's intent is preserved, Mr. 
Foote's screenplay should be studied as a classic."  She also became a friend of Gregory Peck, who won an Oscar 
for his portrayal of Atticus Finch, the father of the novel's narrator, Scout.  She remains close to the actor's family.  
Peck's grandson, Harper Peck Voll, is named after her. 
 

In June 1966, Lee was one of two persons named by President Lyndon B. Johnson to the National Council on the 
Arts. 
 

In a letter published in Oprah Winfrey's magazine O (May 2006), Lee wrote about her love of books as a child and 
her dedication to the written word: "Now, 75 years later in an abundant society where people have laptops, cell 
phones, iPods and minds like empty rooms, I still plod along with books." 
 

While attending an August 20, 2007 ceremony inducting four members into the Alabama Academy of Honor, Lee 
responded to an invitation to address the audience with "Well, it's better to be silent than to be a fool." 
 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harper_Lee 
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