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The First Annual Ohio Young Playwright’s Contest

This book contains nine scripts written by Young Ohio Playwrights from grades 6
through 12. They are the finalists in the First Annual Ohio Young Playwright’s Contest
at the Renaissance Theatre in Mansfield, OH. They were chosen out of approximately
100 submissions. Each script received a staged reading on May 21, 2009 on the
historic Renaissance stage. Students then worked one-on-one with a playwright mentor
to incorporate ideas and feedback they received from that reading. The revised scripts
were then read by celebrity judges. These judges were:

Tina Fey: an award-winning actress and writer. She created and stars in the Emmy
award winning 30 Rock on NBC and was the first female writer on Saturday Night Live.
Her film credits include: Mean Girls, Baby Mama and the upcoming The Invention of
Lying with Ricky Gervais.

Rachel Dratch: a writer and stage, film and television actress. Her credits include 8
seasons on Saturday Night Live, television shows Third Watch, 30 Rock and The King
of Queens and the motion pictures Down with Love, Click, My Life in Ruins and Spring
Breakdown (which she also co-wrote).

Jeff Richmond: the winner of 4 Emmy Awards and a writer, producer, actor and
composer. He has written musical scores for Mean Girls, Baby Mama and seven
seasons of Saturday Night Live. He was a regular performer on Late Night with Conan
O'Brian and appeared off Broadway in Melancholy Baby. He created the main theme
for NBC's 30 Rock and is one of the show's producers.

Winning scripts were then performed at the Renaissance on June 27, 2009.

The goal of this contest was to challenge these students to dig deep within themselves
and think out of the box. Most of them wrote in a format and style that was new to
them. This event truly celebrated the imagination in each of them.

We at the Renaissance hope you enjoy these scripts as much as we have.

Domenick Danza, Director of Education
Renaissance Theatre
138 Park Ave West, Mansfield, OH 44902
419-522-2726 www.mansfieldtickets.com

Support for the education programs of the Renaissance Performing Arts Association
is made possible by the generosity of:
The Fran & Warren Rupp Foundation The Ohio Arts Council
The Richland County Foundation
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A Bad Musical Production
written by A’Brianna Williams

Draft date: May 28, 2009

A’Brianna Williams, Grade 6
Hedges Intermediate
Mansfield, Ohio

3|Page



Characters:

DANTE ROPER: 3" grade, rebellious, loves shoes.

DAVID COURTS: 4" grade, Dante’s best friend.

TERRELL: 4" grade, David and Dane’s friend.

SHELLEY ROPER: 30 years old, Dante’s Mom, hasty, impulsive.
VICTORIA COURTS: 35 years old, David’s Mother, caring.

Time:
The present

Place:
New York City on 3" street, a blue apartment building
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(Dante’s apartment. He lives with his Mom and Dad.
At rise: Dante is talking with his Mom.)

DANTE
Mom, can David, Terrell and | start a rap group?
MOM
No you can’t. You are too young!
DANTE
But can we please —
MOM
| said no. Just go to your room and don’t come out until | say so.
DANTE
Mom, before | go can | use the phone?
MOM
Who are you going to call?
DANTE

I’m going to call David and tell him the bad news

MOM
Okay, but only talk to him for 20 minutes because | want to use the phone.

DANTE
Okay.

(Mom exits. Dante picks up the phone and calls his friend, David.)

DANTE
Hi. | have to tell you some bad news.

DAVID
What is it?

DANTE

My mom said that we can’t start a rap group.
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DAVID
Why not?

DANTE
Because we are too young.

DAVID
Well... someone has to tell Terrell the bad news.

DANTE
How about we 3 way him?

DAVID
Okay. We can do that.

(Dante dials Terrell’s number. Terrell answers the phone.)

TERRELL
Hello.

DANTE
Hi Terrell. David and | have some bad news.

TERRELL
What's the bad news?

DAVID
We can't start a rap group because we are too young.

DANTE

We should think of a way to do it without our parents knowing about it.

TERRELL
Okay, but I'll have to call you back.

DANTE & DAVID
Why?

TERRELL
Because | have to eat.

DANTE & DAVID
Okay.

TERRELL
Bye.
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(All three hang up the phone. Mom enters.)

DANTE
When is dinner?
MOM
We are going out to dinner.
DANTE
Where are we going?
MOM
To Olive Garden.
DANTE
Okay... (sad) that sounds great.
MOM
Are you okay?
DANTE
Yeah, I'm okay. I’'m just mad because | wanted to start a rap group.
MOM
Can you just stop talking about it and let’'s go?
DANTE
But mom, you haven’t even thought about it!
MOM
Yes | have... and | said no!!
DANTE

| HATE YOu!!l

(Mom smacks Dante. Dante holds back his tears.)

MOM
You are not going out!
DANTE
| don’t care. Don’t talk to me.
MOM

You are grounded for two months.
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DANTE

Whatever.
MOM
Just go to your room.
DANTE
Bye... and | am going to do whatever | want.
MOM
No you are not!
DANTE
Yes | am.
MOM

If you use the phone while I'm gone, you will be in more trouble than you are now.

(Mom storms out. Dante pick up the phone and calls David.)

DANTE
Hi, David.

DAVID
What have you been doing?

DANTE
Nothing, but | have been talking to my Mom.

DAVID
Oh that’s good. | hope you had a good day.

DANTE
| didn’t. We had an argument and she made me mad.

DAVID
Oh you did?

DANTE

Yeah, and we didn’t made up... and I'm sad.

DAVID
That’s stinks.
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DANTE
Yeah, | know.

DAVID
I’'m also mad at your Mom.
DANTE
Why?
DAVID
For not letting us start a rap group.
DANTE
Yeah, that’'s what the argument was about. Do you want to come to my house?
DAVID
Yeah, but | have to ask my parents.
DANTE
Okay.
DAVID
I'll call you right back.
DANTE
Bye.
(They hang up the phone. Dante’s phone rings. He picks it up.)
DANTE
Hello.
DR. FORD
Yes, this is Dr. Ford at the New York General Hospital. Are you Dante Roper?
DANTE
Yes.
DR. FORD

I’'m calling to let you know that your mother, Shelly Roper, has passed away.

DANTE
What?

(pause: silence)

9|Page



DR. FORD
Son...

DANTE
How did she die?

DR. FORD
Well... your dad was driving and a car flew past. It smashed into the passenger side of
the car where your Mom was sitting.

(Dante is speechless.)

DR. FORD
Are you still there, Dante?

DANTE
Yeah... | just can’t believe that she’s gone.

DR. FORD
Your father has a broken arm and will be here for a while. Do you have anyone to take
care of you?

DANTE
| can call my friend David.

DR. FORD
| feel really bad for you, son... but it will be okay.

DANTE
Not it won'’t.

(Dante hags up the phone in shock and disbelief.
Dante paces nervously and starts to cry. The phone rings.
He answers it.)

DANTE
(crying) Hello.

DAVID
Hi. Are you crying?

DANTE

Yeah.
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DAVID

Why

DANTE
| just got some very bad news.

DAVID
What's the bad news?

DANTE
Some doctor just called and said my mom passed away.

DAVID
Dante, | am so sorry. It's going to be okay.

DANTE
That’s what the doctor said.

DAVID
When is your dad coming home?

DANTE
He’s in the hospital.

DAVID

Hold on.
(David turns to speak with his Mother.)

DAVID (cont.)
My mom said that you could come to my house.

DANTE
Okay. Could she pick me up?

DAVID
Okay. Bye.

(Dante exits to get his things. David’s Mother enters.)

VICTORIA
Dante where are you?

DANTE
(from of stage) | am right here in my bed room.
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VICTORIA
Okay | am coming to check on you.

DANTE
| will be out.
VICTORIA
Okay, | will wait on you.
DANTE
Okay.
(Dante enters with his a back pack. He is sad.)
DANTE (cont.)
Hi.
VICTORIA
Hi. (she gives him a hug) Are you ready to go
DANTE
Yep. |l am all set.
VICTORIA

Okay let’s go.
(They exit.)

(Dante arrives at David’'s house. David is waiting for him.)

DAVID
Hey... are you okay?

DANTE
Yeah... I'm fine

DAVID
(pause) Can | ask you something?

DANTE
Go head.

DAVID

Do you think that we could start that rap group?
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DANTE
| don’t know, but we could ask your Mom.

DAVID
Okay. [I'll be right back.

(David exits. Dante waits. David enters.)

DANTE
What did she say?
DAVID
She said yeah!
DANTE
Yes! We should call Terrell and tell him the good news!
DAVID
Okay, we will.
DANTE

| think the first song we do... it should be about my Mom.

DAVID
Okay. We will call it “The Bad Day Blues.”

END OF PLAY
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Abandoned
written by Marilynn Workman

Draft date: June 5, 2009

Marilynn Workman, Grade 6
Hedges Intermediate
Mansfield, Ohio
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Characters:

MOM (ANGEL REX): 35, strict, enjoys her family time.

NICK REX: 10, instigator, likes to draw

CASEY REX: 14, a spoiled brat, caries her diary everywhere
DAD (DIRK REX): 36, kind, outgoing

TOW MAN: 40, mysterious, talks in a hillbilly accent

Time:
Past, summer of 1996, July

Place:
In a forest around Toledo, Ohio
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(One day in the summer of 1996 on July 22, the Rex Family was on
their way to North, Carolina and something went wrong. The car
broke down on a dirt road outside Toledo, Ohio.

At rise: The family is sitting in the car. They are stranded.)

CASEY
Where are we?
MOM
| don’t know.
NICK
We are by a forest.
CASEY
Shut up, Nick! Mom we are lost.
MOM
No we are not lost. We just don’t know where we are.
CASEY
The Middle of nowhere.
MOM

Well... let’s look around.

(The family gets out of the car. Casey crosses to the edge of the
road. MOM and NICK look around. Dad opens the hood of the car
and tries to see what is wrong.)

CASEY
Okay, | see a forest.
MOM
More than that.
CASEY
Trees.
MOM

Well | see trees, the road, grass, and a pond
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NICK
Can we go swimming?

CASEY
Where Dumbo?
NICK
The Pond.
CASEY
| am not! It is dirty and has slimy fish.
NICK
Well | am.
CASEY
Okay have fun.
NICK
| will. (he crosses to exit to the pond) Peace!
CASEY
Just go!
(Nick exits)
DAD
| can’t figure out what is wrong with the car.
MOM
| will call a tow truck and we will head towards town.
CASEY
Where is town?
MOM
Don’t know. Dirk where is the map?
DAD

| don’t know.
(Nick enters. He is wet from his swim. He crosses toward Casey.)

CASEY
Nick, do not touch me.
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NICK
Okay... | will.

(Nick touches Casey.)

CASEY
Don’t’ get me wet!

(Nick shakes his wet hair on Casey. She runs and he chases her.)

DAD
(to Mom) Angel, | am going to build a shelter and a fire. | will come get you guys when
it is ready.

MOM
Okay.

(Dad exits.)

(The shelter: everyone is sitting around the fire. It is night time.)

DAD
So what do you think about the shelter?

MOM
| love it.

NICK
Cool, Dad.

DAD
Casey?

CASEY

It's okay.

MOM

(yelling) Why don’t you love it and why is it not cool?

CASEY

Well it is made of wood and it is all brown like a giant dog pooped on it.

MOM
Is that all?
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CASEY

No.
MOM
(gives CASEY a evil look) Your dad built this all by himself.
CASEY
Why should | care?
MOM
Because.
CASEY

Because why? If we stayed home and did not go on this... what you call a vacation, we
wouldn’t be in this mess.

MOM
You are grounded!
CASEY
Grounded? We are in the middle of nowhere and you’re going to ground me?
MOM
Yes! | am your mother. | can ground you any time any place
CASEY
Well it won’t bother me. This vacation seems like groundment.
MOM
Go! Get out of my face.
CASEY
But Mom.
MOM

No buts about it. Go!
(Casey crosses to sit in the car. She writes in her diary.)
CASEY
Dear diary,
We are in the middle of nowhere. We are supposed to be going to North Carolina and
our car broke down in something Ohio. Well, | am tired. I'm going to sleep. Luv, Casey

(Casey falls asleep.)
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(Meanwhile, Mom and Nick are sitting by the lake.)
(Dad enters dragging a canoe with fishing poles.)

DAD
Hey Angel, look what | found by the bank

MOM
Cool now we can go canoeing, but can you make it look likes it is not 100 years old.

DAD
Il try.

MOM
(notices the fishing poles.) What are these for?

DAD
For fishing.

MOM
Fishing?

DAD
| used to go fishing with my Dad all the time.

MOM
| remember that.

DAD
Who wants to go canoeing?

NICK
We do!

MOM
But Casey can’t

DAD
Why not?

MOM

We got in an argument and she is grounded. She told me this trip is like “groundment”
anyways.

DAD
You two are always arguing.
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MOM
Yeah, | know, but this is supposed to be a fun family vacation.

NICK
With Casey it’'s never fun.

DAD
Where is she?

MOM
Sleeping in the car.

DAD

I'll go see how she is.

(Dad crosses to the car.)

DAD (cont.)
Hey Casey are you okay?
CASEY
(wakes up) Do I look okay?
DAD

Casey, | know this is not the vacation you wanted, but at least we get family time.

(Dad puts his arm around Casey’s shoulders. Casey pushes his
arm away.)

DAD (cont.)
Hey... come canoeing with us.

CASEY
Okay.

(At the lake: The family is in the canoe. They are rowing in unison.)

MOM
(to Dad) Shouldn’t Casey apologize?

DAD
(whispers to Mom) | agree, but let’'s be more fair this time. We are on vacation.

MOM
Maybe.
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CASEY
You know what?

DAD
What?
CASEY
This is not that bad.
DAD
See... | knew you would like it.
CASEY
And you were right.
NICK
Mom, I'm hungry.
MOM
Okay. Dirk, let’s take this back to the shore and get super.
CASEY
Duh... we are broke down and have no food.
MOM
You are gr—
DAD

I'll take Casey with me and we’ll go fishing.

CASEY
Ew! Fish?
MOM
Well, it's something.
CASEY
Whatever!
(They arrive back to shore. Mom and Nick get out of the canoe and
go to start a fire. Dad and Casey push the canoe back onto the
lake and start to fish.)
CASEY
This is boring.
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DAD
Just wait.

CASEY
| don’t like waiting.

(There is a tug on Casey’s line.)

CASEY (cont.)
| got a bite!

DAD
Reel it in.

(Casey pulls on her fishing pole. Dad helps her without Casey
knowing. She pulls harder and reels it in. They hold up a big

yellow fish.)
CASEY
Dad! Look atit. It's huge!
DAD
That is huge. It looks like three feet.
CASEY
Wow! I've never caught a fish in my life.
DAD
| know. We should go fishing more often.
CASEY
That sounds fun.
DAD

Well... this is big enough for all of us. Lets go back and cook it up.

CASEY
Yeah. | can’t wait to show Mom!

(Mom and Nick have the fire going when Casey and Dad get back.)

DAD
Hey Angel! Look at this fish Casey caught.
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MOM
Wow! That is big!

CASEY
| caught it all by myself
NICK
(mocking) | caught it all by myself
CASEY
Oh, be quiet.
NICK
No.
CASEY
Well, stop butting in our conversation.
MOM
Both of you stop! We don’t need anymore fighting.
DAD
Let’s cook up this fish and eat!
MOM
Sounds swell.
NICK

Yeah! I'm starving.

(After dinner Nick and Casey are sitting in the car while Mom and
Dad sit by the fire. Nick is drawing and Casey is reading her diary.)

CASEY
Hey, Twerp! What are you drawing
NICK
A person.
CASEY

Who me? (she looks over at the drawing) An engineer outfit?

NICK
No, a Tow man.
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CASEY
(starts thinking) Hey Nick, did Mom call the tow truck?

NICK
(thinks for a minute) | don'’t think so.

CASEY
I'll be right back.

(Casey crosses to the fire. Mom is trying to put the fire out with
handfuls of water, but is having no luck.)

CASEY
Mom, | don’t think that is working. Let me help.

(Casey goes toward the lake and gets a handful of water and helps
her Mom put the fire out.)

MOM
Thank you sweetheart.
DAD
That’s nice of you Casey.
CASEY
Mom, have you called the tow truck.
MOM

No... (gives Dad a knowing look) wait I'll call them now. (takes out cell phone and dials
number) No signal.

CASEY
Umm... Mom, lift your antenna.
MOM
| knew that.
CASEY
Yeah, sure.
MOM

Hello... umm, we are the Rex family. We broke down outside Toledo, Ohio.

CASEY
Oh... Toledo —
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MOM
Shhh.

(Tow Man appears as if he is on the other end of the line.)

TOW MAN
Can you tell me your surroundings?
MOM
A forest and you will see a shelter my husband built.
TOW MAN
Oh. You are by the Montgomery forest. Is there mountains in the view?
MOM
Yes.
TOW MAN

| will be there shortly.
(Mom hangs up the phone and the Tow Man disappears.)

(20 minutes later: The Tow Man enters and is looks under
the hood of the car. Mom and Dad are watching him.)

TOW MAN
Well, I know what your problem is. You need gas and a new battery.

MOM
(nudges Dad and whispers) We know. (they giggle under their breath)

TOW MAN
| will take you guys to a hotel while | get the battery and the fuel. You will have your car
by tomorrow and you can head where you want to go.

MOM
(calling off stage) Casey! Nick! We are ready to go.

(Casey and Nick runin.)

CASEY
Okay...(looks at Tow Man) Hey, you look like the tow man in my brothers drawing.

TOW MAN
What drawing?
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CASEY
The one that reminded me about my Mom going to call the tow truck when we first got
here.

NICK
Yeah, you do!
TOW MAN
| know. (winks at Mom and Dad) You guys get in the truck. | will take you to a hotel.
NICK
WOW! | never rode in a tow truck before.
CASEY
Me neither this is going to be fun!
TOW MAN

If you call riding in a truck fun... it will be.

NICK
You know what tow truck man, you are funny.

(Tow Man, Casey and Nick exit toward the tow truck.)

MOM
It worked.
DAD
It was a good plan.
MOM
| didn’t think it would. You know how bad Casey can get.
DAD
The family really bonded.
MOM

This vacation is the best of all.

(They exit arm in arm.)

END OF PLAY
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Basketball Life
written by John Laney

Draft date: May 28, 2009

John Laney, Grade 6
Hedges Intermediate
Galion, Ohio
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Characters:

Trill: 17

Mom: 45 Trill's mom
Sammie: 17 Trill’'s best friend
Dad: 47 Tril's dad

Doctor Chris (Voice Only)
Coach: 31

Trevor: 17

Time:
The present — early summer.

Place:
Miami
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Scene 1

(Trill is at his school standing in line for basketball tryouts holding
his ball when his phone rings.)

TRILL
Hello.
DOCTOR (Offstage)
Hello, Trill?
TRILL
Yes, this is Trill.

DOCTOR (Offstage)
I’'m sorry to tell you this, but your mother is in the hospital.

TRILL
What ? Who is this?

DOCTOR (Offstage)
Sorry. This is Dr. Chris. There was an accident.

TRILL
Oh my god, | can'’t believe it.

DOCTOR (Offstage)
We’re very sorry.

TRILL
Tell my mom | will be there A.S.A.P.

(Trill quickly exits)
Scene 2
(In the hospital room)

TRILL
Hi, Mom , how do you feel?

MOM
Not so good ,my whole body hurts.
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TRILL
I’'m sure it does.

MOM
So let’s talk.
TRILL
About what?
MOM
About the money you raised.
TRILL
What about it?
MOM
Why did u raise it?
TRILL
Because you and dad wouldn’t give me the money to play.
MOM
Well if you are gonna dis obey me get out leave I'm done with you
TRILL
I’'m sorry mom, I'll leave | am sorry
MOM
Fine, get out.
Scene 3
(Tril’'s house)
TRILL
| can’t believe that my mom kicked me out.
SAMMIE
It'll be Ok.
TRILL
No, it won'’t.
SAMMIE
Yea it will.
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TRILL

No, it won't
SAMMIE
Just come with me, and grab your basketball.
TRILL
Fine.
Scene 4

(At a basketball hoop at the park.)

TRILL
What are we doing here, isn’t this what got me into this mess?

SAMMIE
Yea, but this is where your heart is, so why would u turn it down just because your mom
doesn’t want you play?

TRILL
But my mom is more important than basketball.
SAMMIE
| know, but just take one shot
TRILL

Alright 1 will.

(He shoots and makes it)

SAMMIE
See what | meant.
TRILL
Yea | do.
SAMMIE

So why would you want to give up your dream just like that? (He snaps his fingers)

TRILL
Your right, I am not going to quit as easily.

SAMMIE
Cool

(Trevor enters)

32|Page



TREVOR
What are you punks doing?

TRILL
None of your business.
TREVOR
Don’t get smart momma’s boy.
TRILL
Come do something then if you’re so hard. (Trill steps forward)
TREVOR
Alright, let’'s go. (Trevor steps at Trill)
SAMMIE

(Breaks them up) No, do this over a game of basketball.

TREVOR
Yea, that’s a perfect idea. Come on kid, let's see what you got.

TRILL
Alright let’s do it

(Trill beats Trevor)

TRILL (Con’t)
That’s what I'm talking about.

TREVOR
This ain’t over yet Momma'’s boy, | will beat you when we have our team game then
we’ll decide who’s best.

TRILL
Bring it

Scene 5
(At Trills house)

TRILL
Dad, are you mad because | play basketball?

DAD
No son, | am proud of you.
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TRILL
Then why is mom so mad?

DAD
| never told you the story?

TRILL
No.

DAD

Well listen, the same thing happened to your mom that happened to you. She had to
raise her own money to play basketball and her parents were mad too, so she never
played, and believe me, your mom was very good.

TRILL
Wow Dad, | never knew that.
DAD
Well now you do, and you need to quit giving her a hard time.
TRILL
Alright, thanks Dad | will.
DAD
You're welcome
TRILL
OK, I'm going to play some ball.
Scene 6
(Locker room)
COACH
Alright you guys ready?
TEAM
Yeal!
COACH
Let’s go out there and win this game.
TEAM

123 Tigers!
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(The team leaves)

COACH
Trill, hold on.
TRILL
OK, but why?
COACH
Is everything alright with you and your mom?
TRILL
Yea | guess, why?
COACH
| just want you to go out there and play your best, and don’t worry about any of this.
TRILL
Alright, thanks coach.
COACH
Any time.
Scene 7
(Tril’'s house)
TRILL
Mom, can | talk to you?
MOM

Yea | guess, and I'm sorry for kicking you out of my hospital room.

TRILL
It's OK | know what happened to you when you were my age.

MOM
You do? Let me guess, your father told you, right?

TRILL
Yep, he did. If you don’t want me to play anymore | won't.

MOM
No, | want you to play and | want you to be happy.
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TRILL
So | can keep playing?

Mom
Yea.
TRILL
| love you mom, and | want you to be happy too.
MOM
If you're happy, | am
TRILL
Thanks Mom
(They hug)
Scene 8
(Locker room)
COACH

Alright this is the last game both teams are undefeated but only one can win so let’s go

out there and win this ball game.

TEAM
Let's doit! 123 Tigers!
Scene 9
(On The court)
TREVOR
What up Punk?
TRILL
Nothing.
TREVOR
You guys ready to get beat?
TRILL
I’'m ready for whatever.
TREVOR

Well, let’s do it.
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Scene 10
(On the court after the game)

TRILL
We won!

(Family and team cheer)

TRILL
But | owe it all to my mom. So mom, | want you to keep my trophy.
MOM
| could never.
TRILL
No, keep it.
MOM
OK, I guess, but it is still yours.
TRILL
OK.
TRILL
Well, what are we doing this summer?
FAMILY
You get to choose.
TRILL
Alright, I love you guys.
FAMILY
We love you too.
END OF PLAY
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Big Rides
written by Haleigh Trubachik

Draft date: June 2, 2009

Haleigh Trubachik, Grade 6
Hedges Intermediate
Mansfield, Ohio

38|Page



Characters:
FREDWARD BARTOWSKI: 36 short, fat and clumsy, Abby’s father.
ABBY: 12 short, brown hair and blue eyes.

Time:
2002 in the day.

Place:
Cedar Point: Sandusky, OH

39|Page



SCENE 1

(Fredward and Abby are in the car driving in the car to Cedar point.)

ABBY
Hey Dad ya think you’re gonna ride other rides other than the Carousel?
FREDWARD
Well, Honey I'm gonna try you know how | am with heights.
ABBY
But Dad, | am 12 now and | can ride any ride | want!
FREDWARD
| know, | know! (looks sad and nervous at the same time.)
ABBY
Sorry Dad, | just want to be cool like my friends.
FREDWARD
| know, just try to deal with me for a little bit.
ABBY
O.K.
FREDWARD:

O.K. we'’re here.
(They get out of the car)
SCENE 2
(At cedar point)
(Abby points at hot dog stand)

ABBY
Hey Dad you wanna get something to eat before we ride the Mantis?

FREDWARD
YEAH! (He makes a fist and pulls it down in a victorious motion)

(They get in line for hot dogs)
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FREDWARD(cont):
O.K. Abby, do you know what you want?

ABBY
Yeah, | just want a hot dog with ketchup.

FREDWARD
Oh, well I'm getting 3 hot dogs with ketchup, mustard, onions, relish, chili sauce and
cheese.

ABBY
Wow are you gonna eat all that?

FREDWARD
Oh yeah, and I'm saving room for two banana splits!

(Abby puts her head in her hands and shakes her head)

FREDWARD (cont):
Is everything alright honey?

ABBY
Yeah I'm O.K.

(They go sit down at a picnic table)
(Fredward shoves his hot dogs down his throat)

ABBY (cont):
Whoa, you‘re already done and | had less food than you.

FREDWARD
Yeah, | was starving. | think I‘'m gonna get 1 more.

(Fredward leaves. Abby sighs.)
(Fredward comes back finishing more food)
ABBY
Whoa, | thought you were just getting 1 hot dog not a hot dog, a bucket of fries, and 2

banana splits!

FREDWARD
Yeah, but it all looked so appetizing.
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ABBY
All rightie then.

ABBY
Are you ready to ride the Mantis?
FREDWARD
YEAH
ABBY

O.K. lets go get in line.
(They walk to line)
SCENE 3

FREDWARD
Oh | don't know about this!

ABBY
Dad, it's going to be O.K., you did good on the carousel. (They move up in line)

(Fredward pulls out a lollipop and starts eating it)

ABBY (cont)
We’'re getting next Dad are you feeling O.K.?

FREDWARD
yeah I'm fine I'm excited

ABBY
O.K., let’s get in.

(They get in seats and ride starts)

FREDWARD
AHHHHHHHHHHH! (He freaks out)

ABBY
WEEEEEEEEEEEE! (Puts up arms)

FREDWARD
Blahh (leans forward and pukes)
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ABBY
Ahh Dad, gross!

SCENE 4
(The ride stops and they get off)
(Fredward is blushing and embarrassed)
ABBY

It's O.K. Dad, don't be embarrassed, it happens.(Abby puts her hand on Fredward’s
shoulder.)

FREDWARD
Yeah, WITH 5 YEAR OLDS!
ABBY
Ohit's O.K.
FREDWARD
MMMHHH
ABBY
Maybe we shouldn't have eaten before riding
FREDWARD
yeah, really!
ABBY
So do you feel up to riding more rides?
FREDWARD
Aahhh well, I was thinking maybe we should ride some water rides.
ABBY
Yeah!! Good thinkin'!
FREDWARD
Yeah | try (Puffs out chest)
ABBY
Oh dad you’re not THAT cool! (Laughs)
FREDWARD

Oh thanks that’s real nice!
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SCENE 5

(in line for water ride)

ABBY
(Pause) You gonna puke this time?
FREDWARD
Hopefully NOT!
ABBY
Goobp!
(on ride)
ABBY
Ahh Dad, you're lookin' kind of green.
FREDWARD
Oh yeah, I'm fine I’'m havin' a blast!
ABBY

Alright Dad, whatever you say. (Sarcastic 100k)
(They get off the ride)

ABBY (cont)
Good job dad, you did really good

FREDWARD
Thanks!!

SCENE 6
(They sit down)

ABBY

Hey Dad, | was wondering, since you did so good on the water ride maybe you wanted

to go on the TOP THRILL DRAGSTER?

FREDWARD
Oh honey...

(Abby cuts him off)
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ABBY
Dad Please, | just want to ride one more ride before we have to leave

FREDWARD
O.K., Abby but if | get sick, I'm blaming it on YOU!

(Fredward points at Abby)

ABBY
O.K., just as long as we can ride.

(Abby hops around and tugs on his shirt)

FREDWARD
Just stop hopping around, you’'re embarrassing me!
ABBY
Oh, sorry
FREDWARD
It's O.K.
SCENE 7
(in line for the Dragster)
ABBY
Ready for this?
FREDWARD

| think so, do you have anything | can eat? You know how | get when I'm nervous.

ABBY
Ahh,(looks in pocket) | have a pack of gum and a Dum Dum sucker, here.

FREDWARD
Thanks! (he inhales the sucker and entire pack of gum.)

ABBY
Oh my gosh Dad, calm down. The ride is only 20 seconds long.

FREDWARD
(gulps loudly) then that means it is really, really, fast, right?
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ABBY
Yep, it goes from 0 to 120mph in 12 seconds.

FREDWARD
OH BOY!

(In front of the line)

ABBY
Dad, we are 2 people away. Are you sure you want to do this?
FREDWARD
Yeah, whatever makes you happy.
ABBY
YEAH!!
SCENE 8

(get on the Ride)

ABBY
O.K. Dad we’re going in 5, 4, 3, 2, 11!l

(The ride blasts forward)

(Abby screams while Fredward puts arms up)

SCENE 9
(They get off of the ride)

ABBY
Dad, you did AWESOME

FREDWARD
Yeah | know. | didn't throw up or anything, | just laughed and it tickled my stomach, but
not enough to puke.

ABBY
Yeah you did GREAT, you didn't even scream!

FREDWARD
| know!!
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ABBY
Dad it is almost midnight we have to get out of here!

FREDWARD
(Fredward looks at his watch)Oh yeah, let's go!

SCENE 10

(In the car going home)

ABBY
Dad you did so good!
FREDWARD
Thanks!
ABBY

Dad | am so proud of you, that next Friday when we go out and get ice cream, I'll pay for
it.

FREDWARD
Ahh you, you don't have to do that.
ABBY
| know, but | want to.
FREDWARD
Fine but I'm getting whatever’'s on special!
ABBY
Okie Dokie.
FREDWARD
Abby, | love you.
ABBY
love you too, Dad.
End of Play
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Food Fight
written by Nichole Weber

Draft date: June 2, 2009

Nichole Weber, Grade 6
Hedges Intermediate
Mansfield, Ohio
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Characters:

MILK: white, liquid, gallon, female

BREAD: white, soft, male

STRAWBERRY: female, red/pink, friend of milk

ORANGE: ripe, female, doesn't like milk

CHOCOLATE CHIP COOKIE: male, likes milk, brown, crispy
ALI: a hungry girl, 14 years old

Time:
Midnight in winter

Place:
Inside a giant Refrigerator: two levels.
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(At rise: Milk, Orange, Chocolate Chip Cookie, Bread and
Strawberry are all in a giant refrigerator. Milk and Orange are on

the top level. The others are on the lower level.)

MILK
Hey girl.
ORANGE
Don't talk to me.
MILK
Why?
ORANGE
Cause you said that | liked spinach and he moved to away to become a salad.
MILK
So why does that matter?
ORANGE
It doesn't but I'm just say'n.
MILK
And I'm just tell'n.
ORANGE
I'm out of here.
MILK
Okay then what ever little miss fruity.
ORANGE

Shut up.
(Orange walks away. Strawberry runs over to Milk.)

STRAWBERRY
| heard that you like Chocolate Chip.

MILK

Ya! He is so cute. | just want to break one of those chips right off ‘a him.

STRAWBERRY
Your in love! You should go out with him.
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MILK
No girl. Are you kidding me?

STRAWBERRY
No, I'm not kidding. Go out with him or else... I'm calling him over here.

MILK
Fine.

(Milk goes over to talk to Chocolate Chip. He is talking to Bread.)

MILK (cont.)
(pause: scared) So what are you doing?

CHOCOLATE CHIP
Nothing, just talking to bread.

BREAD
It's freezing in here. | wish | could be made into toast.

MILK
Oh not me | feel just perfect.

CHOCOLATE CHIP
(looks her up and down) You look perfect too.

MILK
Okay, I'll just talk to you later.

(Milk goes back to Strawberry to tell her the news.)

STRAWBERRY
So... what happened?
MILK
| was kind of disappointed in Chip. He was... crummy.
STRAWBERRY
So you don't like him?
MILK
No, not any more.
STRAWBERRY

Good. He is one bad cookie.
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MILK
But ya know... Bread is kinda... sliced.

STRAWBERRY
Oohh!!!

MILK
Hold on! | hear something.

(Ali enters carrying a bowl of cereal and a spoon.)

ALl
Just getting something from the fridge.

(Everyone in the fridge is still. Ali mimes opening a giant
refrigerator door. A light goes on.)

ALI (cont.)
Some milk would be nice for my cereal.

(Ali pulls out the milk. She shuts the refrigerator door, and the light
goes out. She opens Milk and pours it on her cereal. She puts Milk
down on the counter. Ali eats her cereal. Milk is getting warm.)

MILK
(crying) I'm going to be stuck out here forever.

(Ali finishes her cereal. She gets ready to go to bed, then realizes
that she left Milk out on the counter. She opens the refrigerator
door, the light goes on again, and she puts Milk back. She shuts
the refrigerator door, the light goes off, and she exits.)

MILK
I'm so happy. | thought | was going to spoil out there.
BREAD
Was it cold out there?
MILK
Oh no. It was warm.
BREAD

Would | really want to go out there?
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CHOCOLATE CHIP
| don't think you would.

BREAD
Why not?

CHOCOLATE CHIP
You'll get soft.

MILK
Shut up! He was talking to me.

CHOCOLATE CHIP
Whatever.

MILK
It's all right. Just next time let me speak for myself.

CHOCOLATE CHIP
WHATEVER!

(Chocolate Chip stomps away.)

BREAD
So, Milk... how was it? | know it was warm and... very different from in here.
MILK
Yep, it was pretty different. | was really surprised. You should go out there sometime.
BREAD
Maybe. I'm kind of scared.
MILK
There is nothing to be scared about. Maybe we can go together.
BREAD
I'll think about it.
MILK

Okay — Wait a second... you know what? We should ALL go out the refrigerator
together. Then we can hang out... me and you... and you won'’t be so scared.

BREAD
Okay, but I don't know about the others.
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CHOCOLATE CHIP
(overhears) What about the others?

MILK
We're all going out of the refrigerator together. Is that Okay with you?

CHOCOLATE CHIP
Sure. | always wanted to go, but... (whispers) | am scared.

BREAD
So am |.

MILK
Okay we have to get to the others to tell them.

BREAD & CHOCOLATE CHIP
Okay come on.

MILK
There's Strawberry and Orange.
BREAD
Let's go ask them.
MILK

Okay.

(Milk, Chocolate Chip & Bread start walking toward Strawberry

and Orange.)

BREAD
Hey you guys, what are you doing?
STRAWBERRY
Oh, nothing.
BREAD
Do you want to go out of the fridge with us.
STRAWBERRY
Really?
BREAD
Ya.
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STRAWBERRY
Okay, it's fine with me. Is it okay with you Orange?

ORANGE
(unsure) Ya... | guess.
STRAWBERRY
You don't have to if you don't want to.
ORANGE
No, it's okay... | do.
STRAWBERRY
Let’s go!
BREAD
So let's get the others.
MILK
(whispers to him) That's all Bread.
BREAD
Oh. 1didn't know. My bad.
MILK
Just kiddin’ with ya.
BREAD

Okay. Come on. Let's go food! Is everyone ready?

OTHERS
Yal

(They all mime pushing the refrigerator door open. It is very heavy.
Finally, it opens, the light goes on, and they all step back, except
for Milk who falls out of the refrigerator. They all look down at Milk
spilling all over the floor.)

CHOCOLATE CHIP
(yelling down) Are you okay?

MILK
(yelling up) Ya. I'mfine.

BREAD
You guys... | really don't think that she's okay. Do you Strawberry?
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STRAWBERRY
Not from the look's of it. What do we do?

BREAD
How about we all go down to get her.

OTHERS
Okay, if you say so.

(Bread jumps down. Orange pushes Strawberry out of the
refrigerator, then jumps herself. Chocolate Chip starts to jump,
then gets scared. He tries again, but chickens out. He looks down
at them. He is scared.)

CHOCOLATE CHIP
Are you guys okay?

(They do not answer. It is silent. Chocolate Chip looks around
more scared than before.)

CHOCOLATE CHIP (cont.)
They're gone.

(Chocolate Chip realizes that he is left all alone.)

CHOCOLATE CHIP (cont.)
What am | going to do? | don't like being all by myself.

(The refrigerator door is still open. Ali enters to see what has
happened because she heard noises. She throws the food away
that was on the floor and grabs Chocolate Chip. He stays perfectly
still and starts to cry. She takes a bite out of him.)

ALl
This is one good cookie.

END OF PLAY
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Tough Decisions
A Drama
written by CheyAnne Maynor

Draft date: June 5, 2009

CheyAnne Maynor, Grade 6
Hedges Intermediate
Mansfield, Ohio
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Characters:

LEALA: 16, B-ball player

TINA: Nice, hates sports

RACHEL: 17, Cheerleader
COLLEEN: 17, B-ball player

CIERRA: 16, swimmer

MR. GREG: 54, Principal, boy
COACH CASEY: 32, Swim Couch, girl

Time:
Present day, fall

Place:
California, Seaside High

58| Page



Scene 1

Bus
LEALA
Hey, you wanna go to the basketball try-outs with me?
TINA
No, I’'m good.
LEALA
Ok that’s fine. You think you girls will be mad
TINA
Mad at what?
LEALA
Not going to the cheerleader try-outs. DUH! (Gives Tina a mean look)
TINA
I'll tell them. Okay
LEALA
Okay.
Scene 2
Hallway
RACHEL
(Yelling) I heard you were going for basketball.
LEALA
(Mouthy) Yea, so...
RACHEL

(Mouthy) Well, | don’t even care bout you.

LEALA
(Loud and Mouthy) Okay, then why did you ask?

RACHEL
If you’re not a cheerleader then, you’re not cool enough to hang out with me. (Turns
around and rolls eyes)

LEALA
(Sad) Then | won’t go cause | want you to be my friend
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RACHEL
(Whisper) That’s what | thought....

Scene 3
Gym Class
COLLEEN
Hey, you still comin' to basketball?
LEALA
No, cause Rachel want be my friend anymore if | do.
COLLEEN
So, you shouldn’t care what she wants, it's what you want not her.
LEALA
| know, but she my best friend.
COLLEEN
(Shy) Not really, she talks bout you behind your back all the time.
LEALA
Really? I'm going to ask her.
Scene 4

Swim Practice

(Leala and Cierra are stretching)

LEALA
Hey, did you hear...l going out for the basketball team.
CIERRA
Yea, | heard you’re really good, so you should
LEALA
I’'m really thinking about it, but Rachel won'’t let me, so | don’t know what to do.
CIERRA
| heard she was talkin' about you.
LEALA

Me too. Colleen told me the same thing. What'd she say?
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CIERRA
She told me that you look more like a boy than a cheerleader, and she doesn’t want to
be your friend.

LEALA
Then why is she?

CIERRA
Cause you have a lot of friends.

LEALA
I’m going to talk to her today at lunch.

CIERRA

Ok, that’s good.
(Coach catches them talking)

COACH
STOP TALKING!!!
Scene 5
Lunch

LEALA
(Loud, so everyone can hear) Rachel, why were you talkin' bout me?

RACHEL
| was not. You are just a brat!

COLLEEN
No, you're the brat. You don’t want her to go for basketball cause you a cheerleader.
(Push Rachel)

RACHEL
She’s my friend, not’s yours. (Turns back around to face them)
CIERRA
She can have more than one friend, so get over it.
RACHEL
No, I’'m her only friend.
LEALA

No, YOU'RE not! (Roll eyes)
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RACHEL
Why not?

LEALA
Cause you're bossy (punches Rachel,) If | don’t want to be a cheerleader, | don’t have
to.

RACHEL
(Mouthy) Yes you do, | make your decisions. (Slaps Leala)

COLLEEN
(Hateful) She don’t have to listen to you!

RACHEL
(Loud, but shy) Yes she does! She only has me as a friend.

LEALA
No | don’t. Cierra and Colleen are both my friends. Get over it cause | don’t care about
you, you are not my friend anymore! (Steps closer to Rachel))

RACHEL
Whatever! (Steps closer to Leala)

(Just before they start to fight, Mr. Greg breaks them up)

MR. GREG
What'’s going on? (Pause) Leala you first

LEALA
| wanted to go out for basketball, and she didn’t want me to, and she was talking about
me, and that’s not right.

MR. GREG
Rachel?
RACHEL
(Mean) | don’t have anything to say to that ugly brat!
MR. GREG
NO NAME CALLING!
RACHEL

(Nicely) Sorry, but she is.
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LEALA
(Shy) I'm so tired of her saying things about me, and that’s why | told her that | was not
her friend anymore.

RACHEL
(Shy) I don'’t care. You're a selfish brat!

LEALA
No, you are.

(Leala and Rachel step towards each other again)

MR GREG
That’s enough! Both of you have two-hours of ALC today, GOT IT?

RACHEL AND LEALA

Yes, sir.
TINA
That’s not fair.
COLLEEN
| know
Scene 6
ALC
RACHEL
This is all your fault. (Rolls eyes)
LEALA

Yea, if you had just let me be me, this would have never happened, and we could still
be friends, and you could go watch me at the basketball try-outs (turns to Rachel)

RACHEL
| know. | was scared you would make new friends and not be my friend. (nice and shy)
LEALA
That would never happen, | can have more than one friend.
RACHEL
Ok, do you want to be friends again?
LEALA

| don’t know . | have to ask my other FRIENDS!
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Scene 7
Hallway - After school

LEALA
Should | be Rachel’s friend?
COLLEEN
(Soft) I don’t care.
CIERRA
(Louder) | don'’t care.
TINA
(Shy) I don'’t care.
LEALA
Hey Rachel, over here.
RACHEL
What?
LEALA

All my friends said that | could be your friend again- well, | mean they said they don’t
care.

RACHEL
Ok, good! Can | go watch you at your basketball try-outs? | wanna see how good you
are.

LEALA
Surel

Scene 8
The Parking Lot - After try-outs

TINA
Did you make it? | might not like sports, but I'll come see you play.

COLLEEN
Yeah, did you? | can’t play, my mom said no... that's why | wasn’t there. | thought |
should tell you before you asked.

CIERRA
Yeah, did you? My dad said he would take me to your games.
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LEALA

Well...
RACHEL
Well...
RACHEL AND LEALA
1,2, 3.....YES!!!
TINA
That's awesome
CIERRA
Sweet!
COLLEEN
We should go celebrate at the mall.
LEALA
| guess I’'m driving!
RACHEL
Yeah!
END OF PLAY
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2021: The Fight For Truth
written by Makayla Tyree

Draft date: June 2, 2009

Makayla Tyree, Grade 8
Galion Home School
Galion, Ohio
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Characters:

(All characters wear a black jumpsuit-type uniform with a sash and belt that match the

color of their eyes.)

JAK: 29, male, blue eyes, average height, looks and acts older than he is

HIM/HE/HIS: 57, male, red eyes, tall, dark-haired, slight British accent, intimidating yet
very dignified

DAVIES: 27, male, green eyes, a bit taller than Jak, skinny, annoying, acts as though

he's still a teenager

SPY: 42, male, yellow eyes, tall, muscular, very sure of himself

ASSISTANT: 32, male, orange eyes, same height as Jak, professional-looking

TELEIMAGE ANNOUNCER: 26, female

CHORUS: consists of four actors wearing all-black jumpsuits

Time:
A bright summer day in 2021

Places:

Jak's living room: decorated with neutral colors, a couch and a rocking chair. The wall
that has the Telelmage on it is painted red, and on another wall, there is a large
blue flag that has the words, in white, Unified Nations on it.

Jak's office: much like the living room in terms of decor - neutral, a desk and a few other
pieces of furniture. A poster that reads Stop Him! is on the wall.

Sidewalk in Washington, D.C.: looks much as it does now, with flowers, trees, and
buildings. In the background we can see the National Monuments, all as they
are today, except for the White House, now known as the "Red House."

The porch of the Red House: essentially the same as the White House, but painted red.
There is a security retinal scanner placed beside the front door.

Inside the Red House: much like today's White House with intricate woodwork and
paintings, but with red accents throughout.

His office: a large room that resembles the Oval Office, but yet very different. In

contrast to Jak's house, His office has various posters and flags supporting the Union.
There is also a wall of TeleScreens, all with video of various houses, streets, and
stores of interest. And, of course, the walls are red to match His eyes.
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ACT 1, SCENE 1

(The four chorus members are standing in a row, flanked on either
side by Jak and Him. As the actors speak, a spotlight is shown on
them.)

CHORUS 1
The year was 2021, and the Third World War had just ended.

CHORUS 3
The Unified Nations had been defeated, and the Union had taken over.

CHORUS 4
The Union believed all should be equal in life, so they made everyone be the same, do
the same, look the same - except for the eyes.

CHORUS 2
That was the only way to tell her from him, he from she.

(Throughout the next dialogue, as the colors are said, the spotlight
changes to match the color mentioned.)

CHORUS 3
The leader of the Union had red eyes...

CHORUS 1
His assistants had orange...

CHORUS 4
And His spies had yellow.

CHORUS 2

They called the leader of the Union "Him...."
(When He speaks a red spotlight is shown on Him.)

HIM
And | believe that | am destined to rule the world, so | pre-destine everyone else to
ensure that no one has the chance to take that right from me. | can also do anything |
like - pass laws or start wars - without the approval of anyone. | am the ultimate
totalitarian.

CHORUS 1
Many times His soldiers raided entire cites where resistance workers...
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CHORUS 3
The so-called Imperfects...

CHORUS 1
Were said to be hiding, killing thousands of innocents in their often fruitless search.

CHORUS 4
His soldiers left nothing but smoldering ruins in their wake.

CHORUS 2
If any Imperfects were found, they would be sent to the Encampment...

CHORUS 3
A word that put fear into the hearts of millions who had heard the appalling stories of
torture and death.

HIM
"It's in all of our best interests," | would say, and everyone believed me, except for the
Imperfects, one of whom was Jak.

(As Jak speaks a blue spotlight is used)

JAK
I've always hated Him, so | fought against the Union in World War 1ll, and | was enraged
when we lost. | had been hoping that | wouldn't have to live with the pain of that loss for
the rest of my life, but I'm tortured by it every day.

CHORUS 3
Jak had been shot in the leg by a Union BattleTrooper, and, due to the lack of battlefield
medicine, the wound had never fully healed.

JAK
Then, after the war, | moved back to my home state of Virginia to relax on a farm.
CHORUS 1
That's what Jak thought he was going to do, at least.
CHORUS 2
Jak never even considered that he was still fighting a war...
CHORUS 3
But he was...
CHORUS 4

And Jak's battle ended on a bright summer day in 2021.....
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(Stage is lit)

(Jak is sitting on a couch, with his leg propped up on a footstool,
watching a "Telelmage,” a screen on the wall, essentially.

Jak's house is very plain: neutral colors are used, but the wall that
the Telelmage is on is red to symbolize that He is always there.)

TELEIMAGE ANNOUNCER
(offstage, very enthusiastic) The reports are coming in now... He has just conquered
Japan!

JAK
(sighs, not at all happy) Great, just great. Another country to be ruled by this.....

(The doorbell rings. Jak gets up from the couch, starts to put
weight on his right leg, but it gives out. Jak catches himself on the
couch, gives a little grunt, and begins walking toward the door. Jak
opens the door to find that it is one of his friends, Davies.)

DAVIES
(ecstatic) Jak! Have you heard? He just took over Japan!

JAK
(not responding to Davies happiness) Yeah, | heard.

DAVIES
(surprised by Jak's displeasure with the news, but still overly excited) Why do you have
to be such an (mocking, in a nice way) Imperfect? He plans to conquer Australia in the
next two days and, when He does, He will rule the entire world!

JAK
(half-pretending he's happy, sighs) That's great, Davies. (opens the door to let Davies
out) Now, if you'll excuse me, | have some work to do.

DAVIES
(turns and sits down on the couch, not realizing that Jak wants him to go away) Oh,
that's alright, Jak. I'll just watch the news.

JAK
(Rolls his eyes and shakes his head in exasperation) Make yourself comfortable.

(Jak walks into his office, shuts the door, and has a bit of an
emotional breakdown.)
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JAK
(Not quite yelling, but close) Yes, Davies, that's great. Now the Japanese will be called
"Imperfect” and wake up every morning wondering, like | have for the past five years, if
today will be the day they'll get hauled off to the Encampment! And within the next two
days, the entire world will be controlled by Him!

(Jak starts pacing, trying to get his mind off of Him. Jak finally sits
down at his desk where he picks up some papers and begins
reading them. Jak gets a look of absolute hatred on his face and
tears the papers, then throws them on the floor.)

JAK
(Determined) | hate Him! | will fight Him! (Quieter) No matter what the cost.

(Jak storms out of his office, grabs a suitcase, and starts throwing
things into it.)

DAVIES
(Questioning) Where are you going?

JAK
(Most of Jak's anger has subsided, and has been replaced with determination) To
Headquarters.

DAVIES
(Gives Jak an incredulous glance) Union Headquarters?
JAK
That's the place.
DAVIES

(Childishly excited) Your HoverCar or mine?

JAK
(Looking somber, sighs) Mine, Davies. And I'm going alone.

DAVIES
But I've always wanted to see His house. And anyway, | have authorization to leave
town. (pulls out a card and waves it around proudly) You don't.

JAK
(Smiles) It's not like I've never gotten out of town without authorization before. I'll be
fine. Trust me.

(Jak puts his hand on Davies shoulder as they share a meaningful
moment.)
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JAK
(Somberly) Good-bye, old friend.

(Jak walks out the front door, while Davies turns back to the
Telelmage. Davies grabs the remote and turns the volume up on
the Telelmage.)

TELEIMAGE ANNOUNCER
(Offstage) In other news, Union Headquarters security is being reinforced today, due to
a few minor uprisings by the Imperfects......

(Stage fades to black.)

ACT 1, SCENE 2

(Jak is walking down a street in Washington, D.C., where there is a
sign that reads "Welcome to the home of Him!" Behind the sign,
the White House is seen, but instead of being white, it is now
painted red to match His eyes - the "Red House.")

JAK
(Second-guessing himself, to himself) Do I really want to go through with this?
(Answering himself, more determined than before) Yes, | must. | must fight for what is
right. 1 will fight for all the lives that He has taken away.

(Jak is still walking towards the Red House when one of His spies,
dressed in a yellow sash and belt, steps out in front of him. Jak is
so absorbed in trying to figure out a way to stop Him that he doesn't
see the spy until it's too late. Jak bumps into the spy, and stumbles
a bit.)

JAK
(Flustered as he falls to one knee with head bowed in reverence) Forgive me, His
Eyes. |didn't see you there.

SPY
(annoyed) Obviously. (Questioning) What are your intentions here?

JAK
(trying to act as natural as possible and come up with an excuse for being there)
Um, I'm just touring.
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SPY
(Suspiciously, nods slowly) You may remain, but | would recommend that you watch
your back. (as an afterthought, in a lighter tone than before) And where you're going?

(The spy walks in the opposite direction of Jak, while Jak stands
up, brushes himself off, then continues toward the Red House)

JAK
(To himself) Was that a warning... or a threat?

(Jak begins walking up to the front door of the Red House, where
there is a small security scanner. Jak puts his eye to the scanner,
and, after a few seconds, a loud beep sounds.)

JAK
(Disappointed and a bit angry) Access denied. How am | going to get in there?

(Jak looks up and sees a side entrance, curiously without a
scanner, semi-covered by a bush.)

JAK
(Astonished) No security panel?

(Jak opens the unlocked door slowly and slips inside.)

(Jak finds that the Red House corridor is surprisingly empty. Jak
smiles and darts into the room to his left, which is also empty.
Soon after, an assistant to Him (orange eyes) walks through the
door and finds an unsuspecting Jak wandering around the room.)

ASSISTANT
(Surprised and angry) Hey! Who are you?

JAK
(startled at first, but then a grin starts to spread over his face) You're one of His
assistants, aren't you?

ASSISTANT
(Suspicious) You know that | am. Who are you?

JAK
(Refusing to tell who he is) | thought so. The eyes give you away.

ASSISTANT

As do yours. (a bit curious) Breaking in, eh? You must be one of those Imperfects |
hear so much about. Who are you?
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JAK
(curls his fingers into a fist and begins walking threateningly towards the assistant)
I'm no one you'll ever meet again.

ASSISTANT
(Laughs) You mean that no one will ever meet you again.

(Jak, puzzled, winds up for the swing.)

(Stage fades to black.)

ACT 1, SCENE 3

(Jak is walking up the steps, leading to a long hallway, inside the
Red House. At the top he stops to adjust his sash and belt, now
orange, thanks to His assistant's unconsciousness.)

JAK
(to himself) He promised us change, but the true change begins now.

(Jak looks around and notices a large double-door at the end of the
hallway. Jak begins walking towards the doors. When he reaches
them, he finds that they are unlocked and opens one of them
slowly, but the door lets out a loud creak and Jak flinches.)

(During the dialogue between Jak and Him, the four chorus
members echo their conversation, almost ghostly, while slowly
closing in on Jak from all sides.)

HIM
(in a welcoming but slightly evil tone) Jak, come in.

(Jak, surprised at the use of his name, backs up into the hallway,
rethinking his decision to confront Him. Jak straightens, smoothes
his uniform out, takes a deep breath and walks through the door.)

(Jak is now standing in His office. He is turned with His back
toward Jak, looking out a window, but from the tone of His voice, it
is obvious that He is smiling.)

HIM
Have a seat, my friend. | saw you coming. Would you like some tea?
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JAK
(Hesitant) No, thank you. (curiously) How did you know | was coming?

HIM
(Chuckles) | know everything, Jak. Isn't that clear to you? | know your past, your
present.... and your future.

JAK
(More confidently) But you can't know my future. Only One knows what will happen to
me.

HIM
One? (laughs) You Imperfects and your belief in that old fairy tale.
JAK
What you're speaking of is no fairy tale.
HIM
That is what you think, my friend.
JAK

No, that is what | know. Only One can determine my purpose in life. You can't even
begin to fathom it.

HIM
(Slightly annoyed) Why must you be so stubborn? Why can't you just believe in me like
everyone else?

JAK
(a bit forcefully) Because I'm not like everyone else. You may have made me look the
same, but I'm different. I'm different from this superficial world you've created. | don't
believe your web of lies like the rest of humanity. | know the truth. And you cannot take
that away from me.

HIM
(chuckles) Jak, my friend, have you forgotten? (Slowly turning around to reveal His evil,
smiling face) | can do whatever I like.

(The chorus, now facing the audience, surrounds Jak as they begin
the epilogue.)

CHORUS 1
That was the last thing Jak heard.

CHORUS 3
Looking into His blood red eyes, Jak could see the lies behind them.
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CHORUS 2
At that moment, Jak knew all too well his life's purpose that only One could have pre-
determined.

CHORUS 4
Jak's purpose was to die knowing the truth.

CHORUS 3
The truth that He did not tolerate.

CHORUS 2

The truth that only those called Imperfect accepted.

CHORUS 1
The truth that everyone else ignored.

(The chorus parts to stand on both sides of Jak, who is now
wearing a vibrant gold sash and belt over his uniform. A spotlight is
shown on Jak as he steps forward and pauses for a moment,
looking up.)

ENTIRE CHORUS
Jak embraced the One, true Him.

(Stage fades to black.)

End of Play
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The Bathroom Diaries
written by Gabriella Graham-Glicksman

Draft date: June 2, 2009

Gabiriella Graham-Glicksman, Grade 9
Hathaway Brown School
Shaker Heights, Ohio
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Characters:

Katie: (15) Has a fling with Charlie. She is an athletic girl who wants to have fun. She is
very laid back. Katie wears jeans with a sports t-shirt. Katie is very comfortable with
herself.

Leah: (15) Leah is very free and very out there. She dresses nicely for school by
wearing a jean skirt and a nice shirt. Leah doesn’t want a boyfriend.

Sherry: (15) Sherry is confident and more in charge. She was dating Jacob. Sherry
wears band t-shirts and isn’t afraid to say what’s on her mind.

Jacob: (15) Jacob is a man in love. He is a cool, laid back boy. He wears jeans and a
sweatshirt. He is devastated in the play when he gets broken up with which shows his
soft side.

Brett: (15) Brett is having a hard time this year. He has a lot of stuff going on at home
right now, and his mother expects a lot out of him. He is insecure and has trouble when
it comes to girls. Brett looks untidy. He wears jeans and a band shirt.

Charlie: (15) Charlie has a fling with Katie. He likes to mess around with his friends and
have a fun time. He is defensive when it comes to talking about girls. He wears a t-shirt
with jeans.

Time:
Present day

Place:
The Boys bathroom on left side and Girls Bathroom on right side. Mirrors are facing
each other.
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(All are looking in mirror frozen)

(Girls Unfreeze.)

KATIE
Leah, come check out this zit! It's huge!
LEAH
Ew! Can | pop it?
SHERRY

Leah’s really good at it. She did mine last week and it's completely gone. | love when
you pop a pimple. So cool!

KATIE
Haha ok.
LEAH
Yesl!!
SHERRY
Wait, let me get this on camera. | want to film it and then put it on facebook.
KATIE
NO!, ... .Put it on youtube!
SHERRY

Even better!
(GIRLS FREEZE! BOYS UNFREEZE!)

(Boys are looking in mirror.)

BRETT
Ew dude, that zit is disgusting!
CHARLIE
Gross man! Get rid of it.
JACOB
Shut up! | tried to pop it but | can’t get it. (Looks at Brett and Charlie)
CHARLIE
I’m not touching that thing.
BRETT

No way bro! Just squeeze really hard.
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JACOB
It's sensitive!

(BOYS FREEZE! GIRLS UNFREEZE!)

LEAH
(flexing) Check out these muscles. | look good.
Sherr
Ya right....you’re such a wimp. | could take you any day.
LEAH
Oh really? Let’s see your muscles.
SHERRY
(turns to mirror and flexes.) Ooohhhoo what now! That’s what’s up!?!
KATIE
Shut up you two. | could take both of you down at the same time.
SHERRY
Oh really? Show us.
(Kate flexes)
LEAH
Hahaha. Wow! | think you need to walk to the gym instead of walking to the kitchen.
KATIE
Did you just call me fat?
LEAH
You just called yourself fat.
KATIE

(puts Leah in a head buckle) Take it back!

LEAH
No fatty!

(Sherry Stands there laughing. Pulls out camera.)

(GIRLS FREEZE, AND BOYS UNFREEZE.)
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CHARLIE
(Flexing in mirror) Wow, I've gotten smaller.

BRETT

Yeah, what happened to you fatty? (Brett flexes) I’'m lookin’ good.
JACOB

You’re looking fat yourself BRETT.
BRETT

Life’s been hard, okay. Homework, soccer, school, tests, and my mom.

CHARLIE
Oh yeah. Sorry. | forgot about that man. Come give me a hug.

BRETT
(uncertain) Okay.

(BOYS FREEZE. GIRLS UNFREEZE.)

LEAH
Katie’s thinking about Charlie.
SHERRY
Katie and Charlie sittin’ in a tree. K-I-S-S-I-N-G!
KATIE
You're just jealous.
SHERRY
And why would we be jealous.
KATIE
‘Cause he’s hot.
SHERRY
Haha! Katie! High Five!
(Kate high fives)
LEAH
Oooo0 Katie! Go Katie! (Starts dancing)
SHERRY

Katie and Charlie! Bomchickawowow!
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(All 3 start dancing!)

(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)

JACOB
Charlie’s thinking about Katie! Bomchickawowow! Chickaow!
CHARLIE
| am not!
BRETT
Look how red he’s getting! Did something happen with you two?
CHARLIE
| don’t know what you're talking about.
JACOB
Oh!!ll Hahaha! Something did happen!
CHARLIE
Don’t talk about her like that! Nothing happened. Cut it out.
BRETT
Sawdy!
JACOB
Don't talk to him about his girl.
BRETT

(Puts his arm around Charlie) It's okay man. You don’t have to tell us.

(BOYS FREEZE, GIRLS UNFREEZE)

KATIE
(Laughing) Very funny guys.
LEAH
Aw, we're just messing with you.
SHERRY

Besides Charlie is pretty cute. So do you really like him?

KATIE
| don’t know yet. Right now I’'m just having some fun.
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LEAH
| agree. That’s the way to do it. Just be careful okay. All the guys in our grade want
these serious relationships. One day you’re having fun and the next thing you know it
he’s saying (mocks a males voice) Oh Katie, you’re my soul mate. You're the greatest
thing that’s ever happened to me. | love you so much! (Returns back to regular voice)
I’'m like boy what are you talking about! We’ve been going out for like 3 days.

SHERRY
Ew, | hate the L word.

LEAH
It's more like the L-bomb.

(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)

CHARLIE
So Jacob, how’s it going with Sherry anyways? You guys have been dating for like a
month, right?

JACOB
(smiles) Yeah, we just had our one month anniversary actually. God, she’s amazing!
She’s the most beautiful, intelligent, creative girl | have ever met. | must be the luckiest
man in the whole entire world.

BRETT
(mocks Jacob) I'm Jacob and I’'m madly in love with the most amazing girl in the entire
world! I'm so romantic!

JACOB
Shut up, Brett! You're just too pathetic to get a girlfriend.

BRETT
(Looks upset) Aw man, you're right. No one likes me. Actually, no one will even look at
me. I’'m the loser who can’t get a girl.

CHARLIE
Dude, he’s just messing with you.

JACOB
Yeah man, | just said that to get you off of my back. You can get any girl you want, just
not Sherry. (Looks proud of himself) I'll even give you some personal tips myself.

BRETT
Really? You'd do that.
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JACOB
Of course! | do have a way with the ladies!

(BOYS FREEZE, GIRLS UNFREEZE)

SHERRY
So last night Jacob took me out for a “Romantic” dinner at Bravo. | was like boy, just
take me to McDonalds so | can get a Big Mac. (emphasize romantic)

KATIE
“I'm Lovin’ It.” (sing in McDonald’s motto tone from commercial and then laugh) When
will they learn? Sometimes all girls want is plain and simple.

LEAH
Hmm, let’s think about this logically. That will probably be....NEVER.

KATIE
Tell me about it. Well we really should be getting back to class.

SHERRY
Hold on, this talk just reminded me of something. I'll be back. Don’t move. There’s
something | have to do.

(Sherry walks out of bathroom)
(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)

JACOB
(pacing room) Now step one of “Jacob’s Guide to the Way with the Ladies” is always
treat them with respect.

BRETT
Hmm, | thought we were supposed to act like jerks to them. Don’t they like the “bad
boys” (emphasize bad boys)

JACOB
See, that’s exactly where you go wrong! You think that’'s what they want but they really
don’t! For example, last night | took SHERRY on a romantic dinner to Bravo. After |
paid for her meal, | looked at her straight on, and said (re-align your stance and pretend
you are there...speaking to your love) “That color really brings out your beautiful eyes.”
You should have seen her face! | mean she basically fell in love with me all over again.

CHARLIE
Okay wow, please stop talking before you embarrass yourself!

(Jacob gives him a stare)
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(BOYS FREEZE, GIRLS UNFREEZE)
(SHERRY comes running into the bathroom.)
SHERRY
LEAH
Wow, what happened to you and where did you go?

(Sherry starts dancing)

KATIE
Talk to us Sherry.
SHERRY
| broke up with JACOB! I'm free!
Taylor

OMG! High five! (They high five) That was so random, but it was about time! | noticed
you weren'’t as into it as he was. When'd you decide?

SHERRY
All that talk about boys got me realizing how much | don’t want a boyfriend right now.
He’s too nice. | just want to have fun. Now | can go out, and flirt, and yes!!! Thank you!
Thank you! Thank you! (Looks up and puts hands in prayer)

LEAH
Haha. How’'d Jacob take it?

SHERRY
Who knows? Who Cares? I'm free. Let’s go out tonight! Girls Night!

KATIE
Let’s go dancing! | don’t care what we do, let’s just go out!

(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)

(Jacobs gets a text message and opens phone. He looks all
gloomy.)

CHARLIE
Jacob, what’s wrong?
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JACOB
| can’t believe it. | can’t believe it. | can’t-

CHARLIE
Wow, Jacob, sit down buddy. (Jacob sits down)
BRETT
Talk to us.
JACOB
| can’t say it. It can’t be true.
BRETT
You can tell us anything, Jacob.
JACOB
She broke up with me. (Puts his head in his hands in sadness)
CHARLIE
Huh? No! In a text message!?!
BRETT

Oh no she didn’t! | don’t believe this! Are you sure? Sherry and you were perfect for
each other. You were “the couple.” | thought everything was perfect.

JACOB
She seems pretty darn sure in this text message.
BRETT
Oh man, I'm really sorry man!
CHARLIE

Come on....let’s go out tonight! On me! Or rather my dad. Come on, we’ll go out, grab
some dinner, see a movie.

JACOB
No....there’s no way | can go out. | just want to be alone. Thanks guys, but | just want to
sit here.

CHARLIE
Ok man. | understand. (Puts his hand on Jacob)

(GUYS FREEZE; GIRLS UNFREEZE)

(Sherry is rummaging around in the bathroom)
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KATIE
Sherry, what on earth are you doing?

SHERRY
Have you guys ever explored this place?

LEAH
Yeah, cause | explore every bathroom | go in and find all sorts of treasures.
(Exaggerates)

KATIE
(laughs) Wow, I think you guys have spent a little too much time in the bathroom today.

LEAH
(grunts) | don’t want to go back to math class. Who cares about thermos? Besides I've
already been gone for half the class. They probably think | have diarrhea or something.

(All laugh)
SHERRY
Ooohhh! | found something!
KATIE
What, a plunger?
SHERRY
Even better! A hammer!
LEAH

WOW! Are you going to go and put it in your treasure chest? (Exaggerating)

SHERRY
No, I’'m going to use it to hit you on the top of the head. (Starts chasing Leah)

(Sherry is chasing Leah around the bathroom and Sherry accidently
makes a break in the wall)

(All' just stare at the wall)

LEAH
Woops!

KATIE
Ooo00 you're dead!

(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)
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(Boys hear a thud from the hammer hitting the wall)

JACOB
What was that?

CHARLIE
That was the “girl’'s bathroom.” Who knows what goes on in there!

BRETT
| bet all the girls are talking about the break up in there. That’s what goes on in there.
They gossip. | wonder what they’re saying.

CHARLIE
What do you think Jacob? Don’t you want to know what they’re saying about you?

JACOB
| don’t want to look at another girl in my life ever again. (Sits gloomily)

CHARLIE
The girl’s bathroom is right next door. | wonder if we can hear anything. (Puts his head
to the wall) | can’t hear anything. If only there was a hole.

BRETT
You know what. There are power tools in the cupboard for when toilets and the doors
break.

CHARLIE
See, it's a sign! It's meant to happen. It is possible! It'll be just like in the movies! Maybe
they’ll be naked! Brett, go get me that tool. (Gets the tool and starts drilling) It's
working! (Looks in) | see the bathroom.

BRETT
Let me see! (Looks in) It did work! That’'s the bathroom. But where are the girls?!? It's
empty!

(Holes are on opposite sides of bathroom so they can’t see each
other.)

(BOYS FREEZE, GIRLS UNFREEZE)

SHERRY
Can you see the bathroom?

LEAH
The hole didn’t go all the way through.
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KATIE
Give me that hammer! I’'m going in. (grabs hammer from Sherry)

SHERRY
Do you think they’re naked?
Lead
Maybe? (Smiles)
KATIE

(finishes making holes and looks in) It worked!

SHERRY
Move over, Katie. | want to look. (Looks through the hole) Wow, it did work! But where
are the boys? It's empty!

ALL GIRLS
Empty!?!
(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)
ALL BOYS
Empty!?!

(BOYS FREEZE, GIRLS UNFREEZE)
KATIE

You know, I've always wanted to go in a boy’s bathroom.

LEAH
Hmmm. Now that I think about it so have I.
SHERRY
Yeah, this could be our only chance.
LEAH
We could go out the back door.
KATIE

Let’s do it! No one’s in there! It’s a sign!

SHERRY
It is an exciting thing to do before leaving high school.
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LEAH
Let’s go!

(Begin walking)
(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)

BRETT
Who hasn’t???

JACOB
Ugh, leave me here alone to mourn. (Gloomy)

CHARLIE
Come on Jacob, It is our only one chance! (Grabs Jacob)

BRETT
Let’s go! We'll go out the front door.

(Start going)

(GUYS AND GIRLS ARE UNFROZEN. Sneakily with James Bond

moves, they change sides of stage.)

(Girls walk though back way of their bathroom and sneak through

back way of guy’s bathroom.)

(Guys walk through front of their bathroom and sneak through front

of girl's bathroom.)

(Both enter other’s bathroom.)

(Both gasp.)

(GIRLS FREEZE, BOYS UNFREEZE)

(All boys are star struck)

CHARLIE
Wow!
BRETT
It's like a different world.
JACOB

It's magical. No fairl They have a couch in here!
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CHARLIE
No way! And they have better toilet paper! Charmin Ultra plus!

BRETT
They are definitely living the life. (Looks in the mirror) I've always wondered what goes
on in girls’ bathrooms (Mimics girls) OMG, look at this zit on my face!

JACOB
What are you talking about silly, you’re face is perfect! (Mimics girl voice)

CHARLIE
Ew! My butt is so big! (Mimics girl voice)

BRETT
My thighs are huge! (Mimics girl voice)

JACOB
What are you talking about? You’re so skinny! | wish | was you. (Mimics girl voice)

(BOYS FREEZE, GIRLS UNFREEZE)

(Girls are star struck)

LEAH
Wow!
KATIE
Unbelievable!
SHERRY
No way! Ew, it really does smell!
KATIE

Uh, they get horrible toilet paper. They obviously don’t have the nerve to pester the
cleaning staff about getting Charmin ultra plus.

LEAH
(looks in the mirror) | always wondered what happened in a boy’s bathroom)
(Mimics boy voice) Did you see that girl last night? She was so hot!

SHERRY
Yeah man! Who didn’t? She was totally checking me out. (Mimics boy voice)

KATIE
Haha, in your dreams! (Playfully punches him and mimics boy voice)

91|Page



SHERRY
You guys are weak. | could take you down. (Mimics boy voice)

KATIE
Haha, okay guys I’'m going back. I'm actually starting to get used to this smell so | think
it's time to go.

LEAH
Yeah, | think this adventure is done.

(Girls walk back to Girls Bathroom.)
JACOB
Did you see what Jessica was wearing today? Khakis with that ugly polka dot sweater
vest — EW!

(All boys turn to door and girls are just staring at them.)

SHERRY
What are you doing in here?
CHARLIE
Oh this isn’t our bathroom?
JACOB
Hmm, | thought this couch looked smaller.
LEAH
You guys don’t even have a couch!
BRETT

Wait, how do you know that?
(Boys look suspiciously at them.)

LEAH
(looks anxious) Um, cause everyone knows that. Now get out!

(Jacob grabs toilet paper. All boys run out.)

KATIE
And give us our toilet paper back!

End Of Play
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Uzis and Crossbows, Grenades, OH MY!
written by Daniel Pease-Kerr

Draft date: June 3, 2009

Daniel Pease-Kerr, Grade 10
Cleveland Heights High School
Cleveland Heights, Ohio
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Characters:

1 Male parent, married to 2. Very controlling.

2 Female parent, married to 1. Afraid.

3 Peacemaker, male, parent. Passive Aggressive.

4 Aggressive female, parent.

5 Over-the-top-perky adult worker, female.

Optional: Other people standing in line, in the shadows, who do not speak
or interact with parents.

Time:
The Present

Place:
a dark place.
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(Setting: a dark place. 1-4 parents arrive to join an already formed
line. They stand for a while and look around nervously.)

1
Is this the place for the-

2
Yeah, this it is. Unfortunately.

3
Yeah, this is the place.

4
The place to do what we need to do for the kids and for us too.

2
| don’t like this, | don’t like it one bit.

3
Then why did you come?

2

For the kids! You know that’'s why we have to do it. They want this.

1
Yes. We decided this can help our child. They can learn history, strategy,
hand-eye coordination, how to think fast, focus, concentrate, lots of things, but
only if we do this and let them go.

2
Well, we're here. Can we do it now?
4
Not yet, we have to wait. They're not ready yet. That's why we’re in line.
2
| just hope that this is the right thing to do.
4
Of course it’s right! Don’t be a fool.
3

No need to get upset! We're all here for the same reason, whether we like it or
not. Stay the course.
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And | don't.

1
Just let it go. We decided to do it. Don’t make a scene.

3
If you made the decision, then you should stick to it. Stay the course.

2
Just because I'm here doesn’t mean my decision is final. What about how it
will teach them about weapons like Swords, Crossbows, Grenades, Carpet
Bombs, AK47s, Uzis, Rocket Launchers, Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles!!!

4
They will see it anyway, just as well to learn about it this way than
learning about it on television.

3
This can teach them ways to be constructive and not destructive.
2
Oh please! With these kinds of things, it's violence-violence-violence!
1
No it's not. It's not all violence...is it?
3
No, | think that there is plenty to do without the fighting.
2
I’'m not convinced.
4
Well, then go home.
2
What?
4

I’'m sick of hearing you complain. | know that the rest of us are here to take
action, but all you want to do is complain. He told you that your kid can learn
other things like history, strategy, and hand-eye coordination but you don’t care.
All you want to do is whine and complain. Well that’s fine, but do it somewhere
else. I'm sick of hearing it.
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(Silence.)

2
Well, excuse me for being concerned about my children! | know that | have to
do this, but I'm trying to be smart about it and | want to know everything about
anything that is going to impact them.

4
Oh shut up. | told you, I’'m sick of your whining! | don’t want to hear another
word from you, you whiny, little-

2
You wanna fight tough guy?

4
Maybe | do!

1
Stop it. Don’t make a scene.

3

Yeah, come on. We are all here for the same reason, stay the course, there is
no need to-

4
Shut up, I’'m not taking any more from anyone.

3
No, please, there is no need to fight. | know this is a tense time for all of us, but
sometimes children need to be schooled apart from us, and maybe this is a good way to
do that.

1
Don’t make a scene. We already talked about this for a very long time. We
made a decision, and now we’ve got to carry it through. Maybe you'll see less
of them now, but that’s a sacrifice we have to make, and that is what happens
when kids start to grow up.

3
Our children need to have other teachers. It can’t just be us, and public school
can’t teach them everything. They need more. They need to learn hands on,
from experience, learn by doing.
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4
You’re right. You’re right. I'm sorry, I'm sorry. 1...I just don’t know what to do. |
just did not want to say it...

I’'m worried too. It's OK.

3
OK. Now that we're OK, let’s just wait in line.

2

OK, I guess that’s all we can do right now...wait.

4
Look, I think they are coming out.
2
Oh no, is it time? I’'m not ready.
1
No, no, they’re not coming out. | don’t think its time yet. Don’t make a scene.
4
No, look, they are coming out.
2

AHH...SOMEONE DO SOMETHING. I'M NOT READY!

1
Don’t worry. You are ready. Don’t make a scene.

5
(Enters, very perky) Hello neighbors. | know it's hard to be out here right now,
so while you wait, here is some hot coffee and some muffins. Have a nice day.

2
Thank you! You are right it is very hard to be out here.
4
Especially so early.
5

Well, OK, I've got to go see to the others now. See you later! Have a nice day.
(Gives coffee to silent people in line, then exits.)
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3
Ahh, thank goodness for coffee. | can’t do anything without my
coffee...especially anything as important as this.

2
| wish that we didn’t have to do this. Maybe we shouldn’t. If | had a choice, |
don’t think | would.

3
We do have a choice. But we have made the right decision. You made the right
decision.

1
| think we established you are not happy about this. But we know we are going
to do it, so let’s just do it.

4
Damn, | just wish it weren’t so expensive.

3
Well there are more expensive ways to do it. Be happy that we at least can
afford this.

4
Well...I’'m not happy about the price. | will have to pay for college too, (sarcastic
laugh) how can | afford both? And you have to pay more all the time.

2
Now you're the one whining and complaining.

3
Hey let’s not go down this road again.

1
Good idea.

3
Look, here they come again.

2
Are we ready?

(3 Laughs quietly)
1

What?
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Are “we” ready? Isn’t that funny?

2
No.
5
(Enters.) I'm back, but this time I'm here with tickets.
1
Tickets? What do we need tickets for?
5
Well, you see, the people in this line need tickets so they can-
4
We know why we’re here, but why do we need tickets?
5
Well...not everyone here is going to be able to get in.
1
So only those who were here early enough get the tickets to get in?
5
That’s right.
2

You mean some of us won'’t get tickets? We’ve been waiting for nothing?
We all have children of our own. We all need tickets for our kids. We need them.

5
Let me see if | have enough for each of you (pulls out tickets and counts people
in line). Yes I do! Just enough. OK, here you go (gives them all tickets). Have
a nice day. (Goes to give tickets to the silent people in line.)

3
This is wonderful!

2
Is it?

1

Don’t make a scene!
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Stay the course.

5
Excuse me, but do we have a problem?

3
(Laughs) “We”.

(Everyone looks at 3)

2
| am worried about the violence.

5
Violence? You mean inside of the--

2

That’s right, I'm really worried about the wars and the fighting, the weapons...

5
| know that parents are worried about the fighting, but there is violence
everywhere! This is not going to make children aggressive.

2
| don’t know. We've never had a video game system before, and you hear all the time
about studies that say video games are the reason many children turn violent. This is
so new and different-

4
And expensive.

3
Well the PS3 is even more money.

5

This is quite reasonable. Especially compared to the PS3 and Xbox. Buying a
Wii will save you several hundred dollars.

We (Laughs.)

(Everyone looks at 3)

Get it? Wii (pronounced ‘we’).
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2
What about the Swords, AK47s, Uzis, Intercontinental Ballistic-

5
The Wii has a great variety of peaceful and yet still fun games. I'm sure that
once you get your Wii, you will be able to purchase games that are non-violent
and cheaper than games on PS3.

1
Don’t forget some games teach history, strategy, how to think fast, focus,
concentration, hand-eye coordination, yoga,--lots of things.

5
That'’s right, even our war games teach about how wars start like World War |l
and the economic effect that wars have and the technological advances made
during wars.

Yeah, but will this make my boy soft?

5
Well, it may not be as good as actually throwing around a pigskin, but he won’t
be a couch potato because some games require the player to get up, move
around and exercise and there’s the Wii Fit!

2

Maybe you’re right. This is not going to be too terrible.
5

And it can even be fun for you.
4

I’m going to have to buy more and more games, and it will just get more and
more expensive.

5
Wii sports--that’s bowling, tennis, golf, baseball, and boxing--comes free with
the system. Now, if you would excuse me. Have a nice day. (Exits.)

1
Maybe you were overreacting just a little bit.

4
A little bit? You all are acting like we were sending them away to military school!
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Ha-ha-ha-ha. Yeah, maybe | was.

1
Are you ready to go get our children the gift that they will love for a long time?

2
You know what? 1 think so!

1
Then--

4
What are Wii waiting for?

3
Ummm--

2
What? Are you having doubts now?

3
Well no, but--

4
Then, do “Wii” have a problem?

3

Wii have the tickets, so Wii're guaranteed a system, but the store doesn’t open for
another hour...so Wii can’t really go in yet.

1
Oh.
2
Oh! | can’t stand here another hour!
4
Be quiet...you knew coming in how long you’d have to wait.
2
Well excuse me for being tired.
4

You think I'm not tired. It’s five in the morning. But | am not whining about it.
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(1 and 3 look at each other, and then look at 2 and 4.)

1
Don’t make a scene.
3
Stay the course.
(Blackout.)
END OF PLAY

*Author’s Note:
If you don’t know about Video Games—Wii is pronounced “we”.

Wii is a video game system by Nintendo. You have to get up off your couch (potato) for
some games like bowling, boxing, baseball, tennis, football, etc. and move around while
playing. It has games for all ages in subjects just like | wrote about in the play. Go to:
http://us.wii.com to learn about this system. When you are online, be sure to check out
the US TV commercials to get an idea of how the whole thing works because Wii is
different from all other game systems. Be sure to look at the following commercials
online:

11.16.06 Naperville
3.13.07 Boardroom
3.13.07 Grandpa
Wii made History TV Commercial
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