Seussical the Musical , with script,
The 20 10 music, and lyrics by Stephen Flaherty
. and Lynn Ahrens, is a compilation of
SU m mel' M US|CaI many of the beloved stories of Dr.
Seuss into fantastic stage production.
Seussical debuted on Broadway in
November of 2000 after its first
showings in Toronto Theatre
Workshop and Boston. After four
months the original show closed on
Broadway after 198 performances.
Following the show closing, two
national tours had the script reworked

August 7 & 14 at 8:00 PM into its current form only removing
_ one character from the original, the
AUQUSt 8 & 15at3:00 PM Lorax. Many stars have had role s in

the various professional productions
of Seussical on Broadway and on tours. Of these, the most famous stars to hold the role
of Cat in the Hat were David Shiner

Seussical Jr. , a popular and more regularly
performe d version of Seussical, was created by
Coterie Theatre, and is now one of the most
popular musicals for young talent.  This version
was rewritten and shortened from the original
Broadway production to make the storyline

easier to follow. There is added di alog and
removal of some songs from this version, but the
biggest change is in the role
of Jojo. In Seussical Jr.,
Jojo is imagining the world of
0Seussville, o
|l ength, 0Seussyv

David Shiner Cathy Rigby

setting of the show and Jojo

is a part of it.
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The Creative Team

Stephen Flaherty , the composer and co -author of
Seussical, works most often in collaboration with the
lyricist/bookwriter ~ Lynn Ahrens , who was the lyricist
and co-author of Seussical.

Born September 18, 1960, Stephen Flaherty is primarily
known for his Broadway scores, but also has met with
success in the film music spectrum. Flaherty attended
University of Cincinnati - Conservatory of Music,

majoring in mu sic composition and piano, and later
continued graduate studies in Music Theatre at New

York University. His best known works are: Lucky Stiff
(1988); Once on This Island (1990), which was nominated
for eight Tony Awards; Seuwssical (2000, revival 2007),
which was nominated for the Grammy Award; and
Ragtime (1998, revival 2009) , which was

Stephen Flaherty & Lynn Ahrens nominated for twelve Tony Awards and won Best

Photo bv Joan Marcus Original Score. Flaherty was also nominated for two
Academy Awards and two Golden Globe Awards with Lynn Ahrens for his so  ngs and song
score for the animated film musical Anastasia.

Lynn Ahrens , born October 1, 1948, is an American writer and lyricist for the musical

theatre, television and film. ~ She has collaborated with Stephen Flaherty for many years.
She won the Tony Award, Drama Desk Award, and Outer Critics Circle Award for the musical
Ragtime. A graduate of Syracuse University with a degree in Journalism, Ahrens began her
career in advertising by composing jingles, but soon took offers to work on two classic
chidren 6 s pr SdaoldHomse Rock and Captain Kangaroo.

Novelist Charles Isherwood wrote of Ahrens and Flaherty: "A few composers and lyricists
continue to risk irrelevance by pursuing their own lonely paths. Stephen Flaherty and Lynn
Ahrens are among t hem. Mr. Flaherty and Ms. Ahrens, best known for their score for

Ragtime, continue to see the humanist potential in the medium.  They insist on writing
musicals that explore the struggles of men and women, as opposed to the synthetic creatures
razzle -dazzling Broadway audiences with their preening vulgarity and self  -devouring jokes."

Seussical Synopsis
The overarching plot of the show mirrors that of Horton Hears a Who! , centering on Horton the
elephant's endeavors to protect the people of Who  -ville, who live on a tiny speck of dust. It also
features characters and scenarios from many other Seuss books, including the Butter Side
Uppers / Downers from  7he Butter Battle Book , Gertrude McFuzz, and s ome characters that
never made an appearance in any of Dr. Seuss's books. The Cat in the Hat, an outside observer,
acts as narrator and devil's advocate throughout the show, briefly leaping into the action on
several occasions to create conflict and keep  the story moving.
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THEODOR SEUSS GEISEL

Theodor Seuss Geisel , better known to the world as
the beloved Dr. Seuss , was born in 1904 in
Springfield, Massachusetts. Gei s el 0 ®rkse ar
and illustrations are largely inspired by his early life
in Springfield, as well as his rhymes being similar to
the rhymes his mother recited for his sister and

him as a child. Ted, as he was called by his family,
attended Dartmouth College and becam e the editor
of the school magazine. After graduation Geisel
went on to Oxford University in England to please
his father. At Oxford, Theodor Geisel met his first
wife before he dropped out of school and began to
tour Europe. After returning to the United States,
Geisel worked as an illustrator for many magazines,
as well as creating a training video for the U.S.
Armed Forces. His first book, And to Think That/
Saw It on Mulberry Street | was rejected 27 times
before being published.

At the time of his  death on September 24, 1991,
Ted had written and illustrated 44 children’s books.
His books have been translated into more than 15
languages and over 200 million copies have found
their way into homes and hearts around the world.

Here is a list of the main characters
from Seussical the Musical and the
books in which they originally
appeared:

e Catinthe Hat - The Cat in the Hat
and The Cat in the Hat Comes Back

e Horton the Elephant - Horton Hears
a Who! and Horton Hatches the Egg

e Jojo - Horton Hears a Who!

e Gertrude McFuzz - Yertle the Turtle
and Other Stories

e Mayzie La Bird - Horton Hatches
the Egg

e Sam- | - am - Green Eggs and Ham

e Sour Kangaroo - Horton Hears a
Who!

e The Mayor of Whoville
Hears a Who!

e Gereral Genghis Khan Schmitz - /
Had Trouble in Getting to Solla
Sollew

e The Wickersham Brothers
Hears a Who!

e The Grinch - How the Grinch Stole
Christmas

e Max the Dog - How the Grinch Stole
Christmas

e Hunters - Horton Hatches the Egg

e Hunches - Hunches in Bunches

e Vlad Vladikoff - Horton Hears a
Who!

¢ Yertle the Turtle
and Other Stories

e Cindy Lou Who - How the Grinch
Stole Christmas

e Thing One and Thing Two
in the Hat

e The Fishes - McElligot's Pool

e Jungle Creatures - Horton Hears a
Who!

e Bird Girls - Horton Hears a Who!

e Circus Performers - /f/ Ran the
Circus

e The Whos - Horton Hears a Who!

- Horton

- Horton

- Yertle the Turtle

- The Cat







