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JPeokofiev’s Romeo and Quliet

Romeo and Quliet is a ballet by &ergei cProkofiev based on Fhakespeare's tragic love
story. cProkofiev composed the music in 1935 o 1936 for the Kivov PBallet. dhe
incredible ballet score has inspired many great choreographers to try their hand at
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Shakespeare's story.

flany people believe that gProkofiev's gRomeo and Quliet is the greatest ballet score ever
written. cfhe ballet consists of four acts and ten scenes, with a total of 52 sepatate dance
numbers. cfhe version most well-known today was first presented in 1940 at the Kirov
Jheater in_feningrad, with choteography by feonid favrovsky.

Jhe ballet begins with feuding between the Capulets and the ¢flontagues. Wearing a
disguise, cRomeo gflontague crashes a party at the Capulet house, where he meets Juliet
Capulet. cfte falls instantly in love with her. cfhe two secretly proclaim their etexnal love
for each other, on the balcony.

dftoping to finally put an end to the family feud, gfriat Faurence secretly marries the
couple. But the fueding continues: Juliet's cousin gybalt kills GRomeo’s friend gflercutio
during a fight. f# distraught Romeo kills glybalt in a fit of xevenge and is sent into exile.
Juliet turns to gfriat Faurence for help, so he devises a plan to help her. Juliet is to
drink a sleeping potion to make het appear dead. cdfter family will then bury her. dfriat
Jaurence will then tell (Romeo the truth; he will zescue hex from her tomb and take hex
away, whete they will live together happily ever after.

dhat night, Juliet drinks the potion. When her distraught family finds her dead the next
moxning, t/ze# ptoceed to 6ufé¢ hex. dfhe news of galiet 's death zeaches cRomeo, and he
zetuns home debpetateg Grieving. (cfte never xeceived the message from cfiax
otau'cen.ce. ) oBe[ievin.g that guliet is xeally dead, he drinks poison. When gu.liet
awakens, she sees that gRomeo i3 dead and stabs herself.



Gthee gdaptations of Romeo and Juliet

Gt least 24 operas have been based on (Romeo and Juliet. fhe earliest, GRomeo und Quliet in 1776
omits much of the action of the pla# and most of its chazacters, and has a /mp,o# en.din.g.

e play influenced sevexal jazz woks, including cFegqy fee's cfever, and Puke fllington's Such
Sweet g/ hunder contains a piece entitled cfhe Star-Crossed fovers in which the pait are zepresented
by tenor and alto saxophones.

dhe most famous musical theatre adaptation is West §ide Story with music by feonard
Bernstein and lyrics by Htephen Sondheim. Ut débuted on Broadway in 1957, and became a
popular film in 1961. gJhis version updated the setting to mid-20th century cNew Yoxk €ity, and the
warring families to ethnic gangs.

Gther musical adaptations include fetrence ¢flann’s 1999 xock musical William Shakespeare's
CRomeo and Juliet, Gérard Presgurvic’s 2007 cRoméo et Juliette, de la cftaine &
l'gRmour and gRiccardo Cocciante’s 2007 Ziulietta & gRomeo.

CRomeo and Quliet may be the most-screened play of all time. (Jhe most notable theatrical xeleases
weze geotge Cukor's multi-Gscar-nominated 1936 ,o'coduction., dfranco éeﬁ‘i"celli 's 71968 version,
and Baz _fuhrtmann's 1996 flgV-inspired cRomeo + Juliet. dJhe latter two wexe both, in theix
time, the highestgrossing Hhakespeare film ever.

CRomeo and Quliet was first filmed in the silent exa by Leorges cflélies, although his film is now lost.
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dhe fiest Romeo and Juliet - gfyeamus and gfhisbe
CRomeo and Quliet xeflects the plot of this Roman myth. Un the Gvidian version, fyramus and
Jhisbe is the story of two lovers in the city of Babylon in the gfliddle fast who occupy connected
houses, forbidden by their patents to be wed, because of their paxents' wivaley. dfhrough a crack in
one of the walls, they whisper theix love for each other. cfrustrated by their pitiable state, they
arrange to meet neat at cNinus' tomb under a mulberry tree and state their feelings for each other.
Jhisbe axrived first, but upon seeing a lioness with a mouth bloody from a xecent kill, she fled,
leaving behind hex veil. cfhe lioness drank from a neatby fountain, then by chance mutilated the veil
Jhisbe had left behind. When cfyramus axrived, he was horrified at the sight of cJhishe's veil,
assuming that a fietce beast had killed her. fyramus kills himself, violently thrusting a sword into
his groin, and in turn splashing blood on the white mulberry leaves. Ut is gfyramus’ blood that stains
the white mulberry fruits, tutning them daxk. gJhisbe zetutned, eaget to tell (fyramus what had
happened to her, but she found Fyramus’ dead body under the shade of the mulberry tree. fhisbe,
aftet a brief petiod of moutning, stabbed herself with the same sword. Qn the end, the gods listen to

dhisbe's lament and fo’ceve’c c/zan.ge the colox of the mulbet‘z# fcaitb into the stained colox to hono*
the forbidden love.
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